Entertainment
arches or within vacant building lots. These
are to be found not only in London, but on all
the roads out of London; so far out that you find
them set in hedgerows or at the corner of a
meadow facing cross-roads^ even as travellers
found similar places four hundred years ago.
On these roads also, some ten miles from the
London boundary, are proper carmen's restaur-
ants and carmen's hotels.
The road-houses on the London sections of
the great main roads I have already mentioned.
In the summer they do well with their all-night
swimming-pools, and in the winter they do
equally well with their dance-bands and bad-
minton courts. They, too, have supplied a
modern need; a need which the Londoner did
not know until New York impregnated him with
it; the need of "some place to go." It doesn't
apparently matter what you find when you get
there. The going is the thing, and anybody who
can provide any reason or excuse for "going"
somewhere is certain of a profit. Entertainment
value is an almost incalculable factor, and those
whose business it is to provide the Londoner
with entertainment find him a creature of
capricious tastes. Often the atmosphere of en-
tertainment, if he has had to go to some trouble
to reach it, pleases him more than its substance,
and many of those who have sunk money in
providing real entertainment i$ve found that